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After spending the past few months exploring some
pretty weighty and challenging stuff, this fall we’re go-
ing to be taking a change of pace as we dive into some
of Jesus’ most famous stories (his parables).

When Jesus wanted to reveal truths about the King-
dom of Heaven, he didn’t typically give lectures or ser-
mons or offer us some detailed theological treatise on
the topic. Instead, he told stories from everyday life.
Stories about farmers scattering seed on all types of
soil. Stories about wheat growing up alongside weeds.
Stories about tiny mustard seeds becoming great and
massive shrubs. Stories of hidden treasures buried in
a field, or a pearl of great price, or a fishermen hauling
in @ massive catch of fish in their nets. Simple images.
Yet, those images captivated his audiences and re-
vealed deep and extraordinary truths that have
shaped the lives of his followers for more than two
thousand years.

In Stories that Changed the World: The Parables of
Jesus, | invite you to slow down and sit at the feet of
Jesus as he teaches us through some of his most
memorable stories. In this series, we’ll walk through
the parable chapter (Matthew 13), where Jesus offers
us a collection of parables that answer one of life’s

most important questions: What is the Kingdom of Heaven
really like? Along the way, we’ll discover why some receive
God’s word and others reject it. Why God’s kingdom often
grows in quiet and unexpected ways. Why God patiently
allows good and evil to exist side by side. Why the Kingdom
of Heaven is worth giving up everything we have to obtain,
and why our response to Jesus really matters.

While this series is lighter than our recent series, don’t
mistake light for shallow. Jesus’ parables have captivated
people for centuries precisely because they have a remark-
able way of slipping past our defenses. They entertain us
before they challenge us. They invite us to think before
they call us to change. Long after the details of a sermon
fade, a good story has the power to truly change us. And
that's why, Jesus’ parables have been changing lives ever
since they were first told all those years ago.

Whether you've followed Jesus for decades or you are
brand new to this Jesus thing, | hope you’ll join us for Sto-
ries that Changed the World. Together, we'll discover that
these ancient stories are not merely stories about people
long ago. They are actually stories that are still relevant
today. And if we truly take the time to listen and hear them,
they still have the power to change our lives and our world

today.



Administrative Board Topics of Interest

1) Total income for the month of July came in at $15,243
and expenses at $16,882 for a net loss of $1,639. Half of
this loss was tree trimming over the roof as requested by our
insurance company. Year to date income stands at
$135,251 and expenses at $171,553 for a net loss of
$36,302. Of that, $32,000 was for the replacement of the
flat portions of the roof in June, which was covered from cap-
ital savings. Pledges, tithes, and donations remain about
$2,000 (or 2%) lower than we were at this point in 2025.

2) The trustees report that the roof of the rental house has
been replaced at a cost of $11,500. That expense, like the
roof of the church, was covered by capital savings. The trus-
tees report that the office/class wing and Wilke chapel roofs
will also need to be replaced in the not-to-distant future. That
will likely drain the remaining funds in our capital savings
account.

3) On Sunday, September 20, worship will be held at the
shelter house at Veteran’s Park. There will be no Sunday
School that morning. A potluck dinner will follow. Karen
Freudemann will be bringing chicken. Please bring a side or
a dessert to share.

4) Everyone is invited to attend the Faith Forming Relations
meeting on Sunday, September 13 after church. During this
time, we will be discussing how we can update and freshen
up our children’s events. All ideas are welcome. If you have
any questions, please see Kathy Cramerding.

5) We are currently exploring interest in launching a
young adult Bible Study (ages 20’s-early 40’s). Please see
Joshua Shockey if you are interested in being involved.

6) We are in the process of putting together a contact list
from our events so that we can send out emails and invite
families to return to future events. A big thanks to Sheri-
lyn Reynolds for doing this.

7) A big thanks to the Cheviot Eagles for their recent
$3000 donation to Sissy’s Pantry.




Announcements

9/2 - UMW Lunch, 12 pm

9/5 - Pickleball Ministry, 9-11 am

9/6 - Beyond Borders Follow-up Q &amp; A, 12 pm
9/7 - Office Closed: Labor Day

9/7 - Trustees, 6 pm

9/9 - Dinner and Devotions, 6 pm

9/12 - Card Show and Bake Sale, 9am-3pm
9/13 - Faith Forming Relationships, 12 pm
9/14 - Finance, 6:30 pm; Church Board, 7 pm
9/18 - Young at Heart, 7 pm

9/19 - Pickleball Ministry, 9-11 am

9/20 - Church at Veteran’s Park, 10:30 am; Potluck to Follow
(NO SUNDAY SCHOOL)

9/20 - Family Game Night, 6-9 pm
9/27 - Disciple-making Practitioners, 12 pm
9/30 - Community Dinner, 6pm

Worship - Sunday, 10:30 am
Sissy’s Pantry - Wednesday, 6:30-8:00 pm

Zoom Prayer - Thursday, 11 am

Weekly Bible Studies
Sunday School 9 am

Women’s Group: Monday 10 am

John’s Study: Tuesday, 6 pm

Pastor’s Study (Acts Study): Wednesday, 2 pm
John’s Study: Thursday, 10:30 am

Youth Group, Thursday, 3-4:30 pm

Kroger Rewards

Oak Hills United Methodist Church is currently set up as a
beneficiary on Kroger Community Rewards. This gives a small
percentage of each purchase you make at Kroger back to the
church. If you have not already done so, we would encourage
you to connect your Kroger card to Oak Hills UMC online. Step
1: Get a Kroger Card. Step 2: Create a digital account at Krog-
er.com and link your Kroger card. Step 3: Go to
www.kroger.com/communityrewards and click where it says
search for your organization here. Step 4: Search for Oak Hills
United Methodist Church. When the church comes up, select
it and click save. From now on, when you use your Kroger
card a small percent of what you spent is given back to the
church.

Vanco

Did you know that you can give to the church through your
phone? Simply download the free Vanco Mobile Faith En-
gagement app on your phone, search for Oak Hills United
Methodist Church, and then set up an account. Once it’s set
up you will be able to give either a one time or reoccurring
gift. You can also contact Linda Wise (513-205-8104;
Ipwise@fuse.net) to set up an automatic payment to the
church.

Online Giving

Do you know you can now give on our church website? Simply
go to www.oakhillsumc.org and click give in the bar at the top
of the page or scan the QR code below and go directly to our
online giving portal.




YOUTH MINISTRIES
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September is here, and with it comes the hustle
and bustle of a new school year! We are looking
forward to getting back into our routines, recon-
necting with everyone, and enjoying all that the

new season has to offer.

Back to School Blessings

As students, teachers, and school staff begin an-
other school year, we are keeping them all in our
prayers. We pray for a happy, healthy, and safe
school year filled with opportunities to learn,
grow, build friendships, grow closer to God and
make wonderful memories.

May God guide and protect our students and staff
throughout the year ahead!
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FCA at Oak Hills High School

This school year, our Youth Ministry will be at-
tending biweekly Friday FCA (Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes) meetings at Oak Hills High School.
This is a great opportunity for us to connect with
the students, build relationships, and support
them in their faith throughout the school year.
We are excited to be present in the school com-
munity and look forward to connecting with the
Kids in this meaningful way!

| want to let you know about a change in our
youth ministry. Ali has resigned from her position
as our youth pastor. We are grateful for the time
and energy she has invested in the lives of our
students, and we pray God’s Blessing upon her
as she enters this next chapter of her life. We
want to assure you the SPPRC is committed to
providing continuity and stability for our youth
during this period of transition. Kim and Karen
have offered to step up to help with the youth
during this transition period, and we will also be
talking with a few others in the days ahead about
helping out as well. Sherilyn and Kim have also
agreed to continue attending FCA at the High
School to ensure that continues as well. We ask
that you pray for our youth, their families, Ali,
Kim, Karen, and all those who will be helping dur-
ing this transition, and the SPPRC as we walk
with our youth through this period of transition
and discern next steps for the future of our youth
ministry.
Thanks,
Pastor Justin




OHUMC Family
Ministries
Faith Forming Relations

Faith Forming Relationship Meeting
on Sunday, September 13, 2026, af-
ter church in the Adult Sunday
School classroom. We will be dis-
cussing our 5 major Family Ministry
parties, looking at what is working
and what we can do to make them

better. All are welcome to attend.

Oak Hill United Methodist
Church

Saturday October 24,2026
From: 1:00pm-3:00pm

A fun family fun event with
candy for kids in
costumes, crafts, games, and
a maze.

We need people willing to
decorate their cars and give
out candy. We need candy
donations, and volunteers in

games, crafts and the maze.
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Back to School Bash
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