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story as a people who lived as strangers and aliens in a 

foreign land. We’ll examine God’s commands regarding the 

foreigner, the widow, the orphan, and the poor. We’ll listen 

as Jesus redefines what it means to love our neighbor as 

ourselves. We’ll consider Jesus’ own identification with the 

least of these as we hear him say, “what you do unto these 

you also do unto me.” And we’ll conclude by exploring Ro-

mans 13 and what it teaches us about governing authori-

ties, law, and the rule of love.  

Along the way, we’ll wrestle with difficult questions, chal-

lenge assumptions, and allow the Bible, not political rheto-

ric, to shape our thinking. Our goal is not simply to gain 

more information, but to become more faithful disciples, 

who are shaped by the values of the Word of God. The Bi-

ble may not answer every modern policy question directly, 

but it does seek to form our heart, our character, and our 

priorities on this issue. Before we decide what we think 

about immigration, we must first ask what kind of people is 

God calling us to be and how is God calling us to treat the 

immigrants that are all around us.  

Whether you have strong opinions on this topic or you have 

never spent much time thinking about it at all, I invite you 

to join us for this important conversation. I encourage you 

to come with an open heart, an open mind, an open Bible, 

and a willingness to let God’s word challenge you and 

shape your thinking. Together we’ll seek to move beyond 

the radical, polarized political divisions of this world and 

discover what it means to see all of God’s children, even 

immigrants, through the lens of the Kingdom of God.  

 

 

Pastor Article - Beyond Borders: The Bible and Immi-

gration – Coming: August 2 - September 6  

We live in a time when few topics generate as much 

debate or as much emotion as immigration. It domi-

nates headlines, shapes political campaigns, and of-

ten divides neighbors, families and churches. In the 

midst of all the competing voices, one question often 

gets lost: What does the Bible actually say?  

On August 2, we begin a new six week series called 

“Beyond Borders: The Bible and Immigration.” This 

series is not about endorsing any political party or ad-

vocating for any particular immigration policy. Faithful 

Christians can and do disagree about many of the 

practical questions surrounding immigration law and 

public policy. Instead, our goal is to step back from the 

political question and ask a deeper and more funda-

mental theological one: How should we as followers of 

Jesus Christ think about immigration?  

This series grows naturally out of our previous Resi-

dent Alien series, where we were reminded that our 

primary identity is not found in our nationality, our po-

litical party, or our cultural tribe. We are not citizens of 

this world first, but citizens of another kingdom that 

holds radically different values from this world. As 

Christians, we are called to live faithfully in this world 

without allowing it to shape our values and that means 

we must learn to approach every issue, even immigra-

tion, as disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Over the next six weeks, we’ll explore what the Bible 

teaches on immigration from beginning to end. We’ll 

begin with the foundational truth that every person is 

created in the image of God. We’ll remember Israel’s 



Administrative Board Topics of Interest  

1) We are working to create a culture where everyone picks 

up and cleans up after themselves. If you make a mess or 

host an event, please clean it up and restore the room to its 

original layout. Our custodian only works 3 days a week (12 

hours a week) and can’t get to everything. Fellowship Hall 

should have 5 tables per side with 6 chairs placed on top of 

each table. Here is where you can find items you may need: 

Brooms and Dust Pans (Behind the door in the kitchen). Mop 

and Mop Bucket (In the electrical/furnace room on the lower 

level). Sweeper (Behind the water cooler in the café). Trash 

Bags (Donna leaves a spare bag in the cans to replace the 

one that is there). Toilet Paper (A few rolls  will be kept in the 

cabinets at the café). Spray Bottle (A bottle for cleaning the 

tables in the fellowship hall is under the sink and towels are 

in the drawers in the kitchen). This list will be kept on the 

backside of the door in the kitchen and inside one of the 

cabinet doors in the café. Also, please be sure to check the 

bathrooms to ensure that toilets have been flushed. Donna 

is here MWF. Thanks for your help with this. 

2) Income for the month of June came in at $22,063 and 

expenses at $51,747 for a net loss of $29,685. $32,000 of 

this was for the replacement on the flat portions of the sanc-

tuary roof and were paid for from reserves from our capital 

savings not our annual budget. Without that expense, we 

had a net gain of $2,315 for the month. Year to date income 

stands at $120,009 and expenses at $154,671 for a net 

loss of $34,663. Without the roof, our year to date net loss 

stands at $2,663 or $444 per month. Tithes and offerings 

are down about 4.1% from where we were at this point last 

year. Consider this: With our current loss of $444 per month 

($111 per week), we could probably break even if each per-

son gave just $2 a week more. We ask you to prayerfully con-

sider taking that small incremental step up in giving. 

3) The board approved the SPPRC recommendation to give 

Debbie and Donna raises starting January 1. 

4) The trustees report work on a number of projects has 

been finished, including the flat roof portions of the sanctu-

ary (cost $32,000). Roof work is also needed on the rental 

property. Planned for mid-July. 

5). The youth group has opted to run a game at this year’s 

Harvest Home Fair as a fundraiser. They are asking for help 

in running the games. Please see Ali if you would be willing 

to sign up for a shift. 

 

6). The food pantry is still in desperate need of food dona-

tions to fill the gap till the fall. They expect donations from 

the schools to pick up in the fall. Springmyer has said 

they will run a drive early in the year. Items needed in-

clude canned pastas, tuna, potatoes, and cereal. They 

have plenty corn and beans. 

 

 

 



 

Back to School Bash 

Game and School Supply List 

Group 1: Will get and run Bouncy House – School 

Supply: Rulers 

Men’s Group: Will grill hotdogs. 

Group 2: Game: Corn Hole - School Supply: Glue 

Sticks and Tissues 

Group 3: Game: Ring Toss – School Supply: 1 

Subject Spiral Notebooks and Safety Scissors 

Group 4: Game: Fishpond – School Supply: 24 

box of Crayons, Loose leaf paper, Dry easers 

Group 5: Game: Rob the Nest – School Supply: 

Pencil top erasers, Spiral notebooks, Pens & 

Pocket folders 

Crafters: Game: Laundry Basket Toss – School 

Supply: bar erasers 

Gamers: Game: - Hot Potato - School Supply – 

Folders 

Youth Group: Game: Sucker Pull – School Supply: 

#2 Pencils 

 
 
 

OHUMC Family  

Ministries

Back to School Bash 

Saturday, August 1, 11 am-1 pm 

This year’s Back to School Bash will be held on 

Saturday, August 1 from 11-1 pm. We are in need 

of folks to help with registration and games. You 

are also welcome to donate school supplies for 

the event. There will be games, hot dogs, and Ko-

na Ice at the event. 

We need donations of these school supplies: If 

you can donate any of these items, please give 

them to Kathy Cramerding, or leave them in the 

office or her classroom, marked Back to School 

Bash.  

Glue Sticks 

Tissues 

Spiral Notebooks 

Safety Scissors 

Rulers 

Pencil top erasers 

Pens 

Pocket folders 

Bar erasers 

#2 pencils – no fancy pencils 

24 box of crayons 

Loose leaf paper 

Dry erasers 



 

Faith Forming Relations (Team 3) has a 
meeting on September 13 immediately after wor-
ship service.  All are invited to attend the next 
Faith Forming Relations Meeting  

Date: Sunday September 13th, 2026  

When: after church 11:45 am  

Where: Adult Sunday School Classroom  

Purpose: To look at the 6 Big Family Ministries 
Events and discuss ways to bring something new to 
them. 

  Winter Carnival 

  Easter Party and Egg Hunt 

  Vacation Bible School 

  Back to School Bash 

  Birthday Party Jesus and Breakfast with Santa 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As summer begins to wind down, our 
Sunday School and Thursday Youth 
Group have continued to grow in faith to-
gether. Over the past several weeks, 
we’ve been studying the 10 Command-
ments and Revelation using the Bi-
bleProject videos and discussion guides. 
These lessons have helped us better un-
derstand God’s character, His love for us, 
and how His commandments continue to 
guide our daily lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also had a wonderful time at Western 
Bowl, where 12 kids joined us for a fun 
afternoon of bowling, fellowship, and 
laughter. While we were there, we cele-
brated Leah’s 13th birthday, making 
the day even more special! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

As we continue to grow our youth min-
istry, we are always looking for more 
volunteers to join us. You don’t have to 
be a teacher to make a difference—
simply being present, building relation-
ships, and encouraging our young peo-
ple can have a lasting impact. It is so 
important to connect the youth of our 
church with members of the congrega-
tion so they know they are loved, val-
ued, accepted, and that they have a 
church family walking alongside them 
in their faith journey. If you feel called 
to serve, we would love to have you join 
us. 

As the new school year approaches in 
mid-August, we pray for God’s bless-
ings and protection over all of our stu-
dents, teachers, school staff, and fami-
lies. May everyone have a safe and suc-
cessful school year filled with opportu-
nities to grow in wisdom, kindness, and 
faith. 

Enjoy the rest of your summer, and re-
member to shine God’s light and share 
His love with those around you every 
day! 

 

 



Announcements 

 

8/1 – Pickleball Ministry, 9-11 am 

8/1 – Back to School Bash, 11am-1pm 

8/3 – Trustees, 6 pm 

8/5 – UMW Lunch, 12 pm 

8/9 – Disciple-making Practitioners, 12 pm 

8/10 - Finance, 6:30 pm; Church Board, 7 pm 

8/12 - Dinner and Devotions, 6 pm 

8/15 – Pickleball Ministry, 9-11 am 

8/16 – Church Pool Party, 2 pm @ Freudemann’s 

8/16 – Family Game Night, 6-9 pm 

8/21 – Young at Heart, 7 pm 

8/23 – Disciple-making Practitioners, 12 pm 

8/26 – Community Dinner, 6pm 

8/30 – Passionate Worship, 12 pm 

 

Worship – Sunday, 10:30 am 

Sissy’s Pantry – Wednesday, 6:30-8:00 pm 

Zoom Prayer – Thursday, 11 am 

 

Weekly Bible Studies 

Sunday School 9 am 

Women’s Group: Monday 10 am 

John’s Study: Tuesday, 6 pm 

Pastor’s Study (Acts Study): Wednesday, 2 pm 

John’s Study: Thursday, 10:30 am 

Youth Group, Thursday, 3-4:30 pm 

Kroger Rewards 

Oak Hills United Methodist Church is currently set up as a 

beneficiary on Kroger Community Rewards. This gives a small 

percentage of each purchase you make at Kroger back to the 

church. If you have not already done so, we would encourage 

you to connect your Kroger card to Oak Hills UMC online. Step 

1: Get a Kroger Card. Step 2: Create a digital account at Krog-

er.com and link your Kroger card. Step 3: Go to 

www.kroger.com/communityrewards and click where it says 

search for your organization here. Step 4: Search for Oak Hills 

United Methodist Church. When the church comes up, select 

it and click save. From now on, when you use your Kroger 

card a small percent of what you spent is given back to the 

church. 

Vanco 

Did you know that you can give to the church through your 

phone? Simply download the free Vanco Mobile Faith En-

gagement app on your phone, search for Oak Hills United 

Methodist Church, and then set up an account. Once it’s set 

up you will be able to give either a one time or reoccurring 

gift. You can also contact Linda Wise (513-205-8104; 

lpwise@fuse.net) to set up an automatic payment to the 

church. 

Online Giving 

Do you know you can now give on our church website? Simply 

go to www.oakhillsumc.org and click give in the bar at the top 

of the page or scan the QR code below and go directly to our 

online giving portal. 


