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The 57th Session of the West Ohio Conference was held May 

27-30 at Capital University in Columbus. This year’s theme 

was “Abundant Grace,” centered on the Feeding of the 5000. 

Bishop Jung centered on how God meets us in our seasons of 

grief and pain with abundant grace by providing more than 

enough. 

During his Episcopal Address, he highlighted 5 strategic pil-

lars that will form our vision as a conference: 

(1) Building relationships, fostering trust, and strengthening 

mission partnerships. Coming off of a hard season of disaffili-

ation and distrust, Bishop Jung is seeking to bring healing 

from past divisions while living into a new missional identity. 

Part of this has included his commitment to personally visit 

every United Methodist Church in Ohio to listen and let the 

churches know he cares. To date, Bishop Jung has already 

visited 315 churches, including Oak Hills UMC. During that 

time, he met with key leaders, listened to our joys and con-

cerns, prayed for us, and spent time getting to know our pas-

tor. In addition, at this year’s conference, he signed a strate-

gic partnership agreement with the Seoul Annual Conference 

in South Korea. Guest preachers included the Bishop of the 

Seoul Conference and the Bishop of the North Katanga Annu-

al Conference in Africa, who our conference also has a close 

relationship with. 

(2) The move towards one Ohio through the unification of the 

East and West Ohio Annual Conferences. Since Bishop Jung’s 

arrival two years ago, he has worked to bring our two confer-

ences together on multiple occasions, including, among other 

things, the first unified clergy session in 2026. In addition, we 

are sharing a bishop and a number of the conference staff 

positions, which reduces administrative costs. A team of East 

and West Ohio clergy and laity have been meeting together to 

form a unification plan, the details of which are not fully 

known, but are to be shared in early 2027. This will give us 

time to prayerfully discern as we move towards the vote on 

unification at the 2027 Annual Conference. If it is approved at 

both conferences, there will be an additional unifying confer-

ence in August of 2027. 

(3) Deepening discipleship through SEED (Seek, Engage, 

Equip, Deploy), a Wesleyan framework for forming disciples of 

Jesus Christ in daily life and to join God’s mission in the  

world. This parallels our church’s own emphasis on deepen-

ing discipleship through our path: Love, Grow, Serve, and 

Show. 

(4) Multiply Ohio. The Bishop has cast a bold vision to form 

100 new faith communities by 2030. That includes both the  

 

launch of new churches and other faith communities and fresh 

expressions. Already, the Office of Fresh Starts and New Begin-

nings has noted 30 new faith communities throughout Ohio. 

(5) Emerging Leaders: A renewed Spirit-filled church requires a 

bold investment in youth, young adults, next-generation clergy, 

and equipped lay leadership. We celebrated 70 years of the ordi-

nation of women in the United Methodist Church, 30 years of the 

order of Deacons, and commissioned a new deaconess and 

home missioner. In addition, for a first in my ministry, we cele-

brated those lay leaders who had reached new milestones of 

being equipped in the church leadership at the ordination ser-

vice. It is also worth mentioning that the newly renovated Camp 

Wesley is reopening for camping this summer. 

Key items of business included: 

(1) Approving the 2027 annual conference budget. The budget is 

largely consistent with the 2026 budget and projects a balanced 

budget that prioritizes the five strategic pillars above. It also pro-

jects a decrease in local church apportionments, in the aggre-

gate, of roughly 1% (equivalent of recently closed churches). The 

budget also established a special immigration offering as com-

missioned in 2025 for Sept 13, 2026. 

(2) The creation of a joint substance abuse task force with East 

Ohio to develop clear and consistent policies for all clergy, laity, 

district, and conference staff in order to help those who are suf-

fering silently. The task force will present their findings and rec-

ommendations to the 2027 Annual Conference. 

(3) The adoption of a recommendation supporting the civil rights 

for all people in employment, housing, education, healthcare, 

public accommodations, and candidacy, ordination, and appoint-

ment of clergy. 

Happy Independence Day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Administrative Board Topics of Interest – June Board 

Updates (after board meeting) 

1) Income for the month of May came in at $16,686 and ex-

penses at $18,775 for a net loss of $2,089. Year to date in-

come stands at $97,907 and expenses at $102,885 for a net 

loss of $4,978 or $996 per month. Expenses are $2,438 higher 

than they were at this time last year ($2,106 of which is insur-

ance due to the unexpected lapse in our 2025 coverage), so we 

are roughly on pace with 2025 expenses. The issue is income. 

Income from tithes and offerings is down $3,739 from where 

we were at this time last year, suggesting that some have cut 

back on their giving due to the current strain on the economy. 

High gas prices and inflation is having an effect on our ability to 

maintain a balanced budget for 2026. As a result, we would 

encourage you to remain faithful in giving through the summer 

vacation season and prayerfully ask God how you might help us 

move toward a balanced budget for the remainder of 2026. 

2) The trustees announced that work on the flat portions of the 

church roof are currently underway. The work is projected to run 

$33,000. The roof on the rental property is also to be replaced 

at a cost of $8,544. These funds are supported by capital pro-

ceeds on hand from the sale of church property. 

3) Sissy’s Pantry is in desperate need of food items. We are 

exploring new avenues for donations and are asking each minis-

try and small group to consider having a collection of canned 

goods in their group. 

4) After church on Sunday, July 12 there will be a brief training 

session on our immigration preparedness policy. If you are a 

staff member, board member, usher, or a leader of any ministry 

in the church please mark your calendar and stay for this im-

portant training. Anyone else who is interested in being a part of 

the training is also welcome to stay and learn. We expect this 

training to last around 30 minutes. 

5) Our new pickleball ministry will launch on Saturday, July 18 

and will be held on the first and third Saturdays of the month 

during pantry time, from 9-11 am. Spread the word and invite 

your friends. 

6) Mark Your Calendar: Back to School Bash (Saturday, August 

1, 11 am-1 pm), Church Pool Party (Sunday, August 16, 2 pm at 

Dave and Karen Freudemann’s), Outdoor Worship (Sunday,  

September 20, 10:30 am at Veteran’s Park Shelter House with 

potluck picnic to follow; no Sunday School classes). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Back to School Bash 

Game and School Supply List 

Group 1: Will get and run Bouncy House – School 

Supply: Rulers 

Men’s Group: Will grill hotdogs. 

Group 2: Game: Corn Hole - School Supply: Glue 

Sticks and Tissues 

Group 3: Game: Ring Toss – School Supply: 1 

Subject Spiral Notebooks and Safety Scissors 

Group 4: Game: Fishpond – School Supply: 24 

box of Crayons, Loose leaf paper, Dry easers 

Group 5: Game: Rob the Nest – School Supply: 

Pencil top erasers, Spiral notebooks, Pens & 

Pocket folders 

Crafters: Game: Laundry Basket Toss – School 

Supply: bar erasers 

Gamers: Game: - Hot Potato - School Supply – 

Folders 

Youth Group: Game: Sucker Pull – School Supply: 

#2 Pencils 

 
 
 

OHUMC Family  

Ministries

Back to School Bash 

Saturday, August 1, 11 am-1 pm 

 

This year’s Back to School Bash will be held on 

Saturday, August 1 from 11 am-1 pm. We are in 

need of folks to help with registration and games. 

You are also welcome to donate school supplies 

for the event. There will be games, hot dogs, and 

Kona Ice at the event.  There will also be a meet-

ing scheduled on July 19 at 12 noon to finalize the 

details of this event.  Each team/group is request-

ed to have at least one representative attend the 

meeting. 

We need donations of these school supplies: If 

you can donate any of these items, please give 

them to Kathy Cramerding, or leave them in the 

office or her classroom, marked Back to School 

Bash.  

Glue Sticks 

Tissues 

Spiral Notebooks 

Safety Scissors 

Rulers 

Pencil top erasers 

Pens 

Pocket folders 

Bar erasers 

#2 pencils – no fancy pencils 



VBS 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thank you! 
A special thank-you goes to all who helped 
with VBS, either through donations or giv-
ing of their time.  You are a treasure and 

truly valued. 
                                                  —Kathy & Kim 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

Please continue praying for: 

 Our youth as they grow in their faith. 

 Safe and enjoyable summer activities. 

 Additional volunteers to support our 
ministry. 

 Families in our church and community. 

Opportunities to share God's love with 
others. 

Stay Connected 

If you have questions about upcoming 
events, volunteer opportunities, or would 
like more information, please contact Ali. 

July Newsletter 

We hope everyone is enjoying the sum-
mer and making the most of the warmer 
weather. It's been a great month filled 
with fun, friendship, and opportunities to 
grow together in faith. 

 

Summer Fun at the Swim Party 

One of the highlights of the month was 
our Youth Group Swim Party at Freude-
mann Swim Club! The teens had a fantas-
tic time swimming, playing games, sharing 
laughs, and spending time together out-
side of our regular meetings. It was won-
derful to see everyone building friend-
ships and creating memories that will last 
long after summer ends. 

 

 



Upcoming Events: 

 

• Thursday, July 9th, 12pm–2pm — 
Bowling at Western Bowl  

 
• Wednesday, July 29th, 12pm–2pm 

— Kid-Chosen Event 

 

 

 

 

We Need Volunteers! 

Our youth ministry continues to 
grow, and we are looking for addi-
tional volunteers to help support our 
teens. Whether you can assist with 
events, chaperone outings, help with 
snacks, lead small group discussions, 
or simply be a positive and encourag-
ing presence, your time and talents 
can make a meaningful impact. 

When a church actively supports its 
youth ministry through prayer, re-
sources, volunteers, mentorship, and 
encouragement, it helps create a 
safe and welcoming environment 
where youth can deepen their faith, 
build meaningful relationships, and 
develop leadership skills. Investing in 
young people is an investment in the 
future of the church, as today's 
youth are tomorrow's leaders, teach-
ers, and servants. Church support 
demonstrates that young people are 
valued members of the congregation 
encourages them to remain engaged 
in their faith community throughout 
their lives. 

If you are interested in volunteering 
or would like to learn more about 
available opportunities, please con-
tact the youth leadership team. We 
would love to have you join us as we 
invest in the lives of our young peo-
ple. 

As we continue through the summer, 
remember that God can use each of 
us to make a difference wherever  
we are. Whether you’re with friends, 
family, at work, or on vacation, look 
for opportunities to show  your love 
for one another!  

 

 

This Month’s Encouragement 

           Verse of the Month: 

 

“Let no one despise your youth, but 
set the believers an example in 
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, 
and in purity.” — 1 Timothy 4:12 



Announcements 

7/1 – UMW Lunch, 12 pm  

7/3 – Office Closed: Independence Day 

7/4 – Happy Independence Day! 

7/5 – SPPRC, 12 pm 

7/6 – Trustees, 6 pm 

7/8 - Dinner and Devotions, 6 pm 

7/9 – Youth Trip: Western Bowl, 12-2 pm 

7/11 – Card Show and Bake Sale, 9 am – 3 pm 

7/12 – Immigration Training, 12 pm 

7/13 - Finance, 6:30 pm; Church Board, 7 pm 

7/17 – Young at Heart, 7 pm 

7/18 – Pickleball Ministry, 9-11 am 

7/19 – Back to School Bash Planning, 12 pm 

7/19—Disciple-making Practitioners to follow Bash 

7/19 – Family Game Night, 6-9 pm 

7/25—Men’s Breakfast, 9 am at Bob Evans 

7/26 -  Membership Class 12 pm 

8/1 – Back to School Bash, 11 am – 1 pm 

 

Worship – Sunday, 10:30 am 

Sissy’s Pantry – Wednesday, 6:30-8:00 pm 

Zoom Prayer – Thursday, 11 am 

 

Weekly Bible Studies 

Sunday School 9 am 

Women’s Group: Monday 10 am 

John’s Study: Tuesday, 6 pm 

Pastor’s Study (Paul’s Letters): Wednesday, 2 pm 

John’s Study: Thursday, 10:30 am 

Youth Group, Thursday, 3-4:30 pm 

Kroger Rewards 

Oak Hills United Methodist Church is currently set up as a 

beneficiary on Kroger Community Rewards. This gives a small 

percentage of each purchase you make at Kroger back to the 

church. If you have not already done so, we would encourage 

you to connect your Kroger card to Oak Hills UMC online. Step 

1: Get a Kroger Card. Step 2: Create a digital account at Krog-

er.com and link your Kroger card. Step 3: Go to 

www.kroger.com/communityrewards and click where it says 

search for your organization here. Step 4: Search for Oak Hills 

United Methodist Church. When the church comes up, select 

it and click save. From now on, when you use your Kroger 

card a small percent of what you spent is given back to the 

church. 

Vanco 

Did you know that you can give to the church through your 

phone? Simply download the free Vanco Mobile Faith En-

gagement app on your phone, search for Oak Hills United 

Methodist Church, and then set up an account. Once it’s set 

up you will be able to give either a one time or reoccurring 

gift. You can also contact Linda Wise (513-205-8104; 

lpwise@fuse.net) to set up an automatic payment to the 

church. 

Online Giving 

Do you know you can now give on our church website? Simply 

go to www.oakhillsumc.org and click give in the bar at the top 

of the page or scan the QR code below and go directly to our 

online giving portal. 




