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June 2026 The Oak Notes 

Pastor Article  - Father’s  Day 

Pastor Justin 

 

shows compassion on his children, so the LORD has 

compassion on those who fear him. David chooses that 

word carefully. Compassion is not cold. It is tender, atten-

tive care that understands who we are and what we real-

ly need. David notes that God knows who we are. He 

knows how we were formed. He knows that we are dust, 

here one day and gone the next. And yet, God loves us. 

He cares for us. He has compassion upon us. V. 8 notes 

that he is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not accuse. He does not treat us as our sins 

deserve. He always acts in compassion upon us because 

we are his children and he loves us first. 

(2) A father’s love is a STEADFAST love. In contrast to the 

brevity of human life, that is here one day and gone the 

next, God’s love is described as everlasting. It is eternal. 

It does not end. It is steadfast through all generations. It 

goes from everlasting to everlasting. He points to the 

image of a faithful father who  shows up again and again. 

Consistently, not just in the good times, not just in the big 

moments, but in the mundane, quiet, ordinary moments 

of daily life. God is always there. Always caring no matter 

what. 

(3) A father’s love is a GUIDING love.  V. 18 speaks of 

those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his 

precepts. The love of a father does more than just com-

fort, it guides. It points his children to the truth. It helps 

them understand how to live and why it matters. He 

shows us the way to go. 

On this Father’s Day, we give thanks for the fathers, the 

grandfathers, and the spiritual fathers who pointed us to 

Christ and showed us the love of our heavenly father. At 

the same time, we recognize that this Psalm lifts our 

eyes beyond our earthly father to our heavenly one—the 

one whose love never fails. Like John Paton, holding 

tightly to his father’s hand, we are invited to trust in the 

steadfast, guiding compassionate love of our Heavenly 

Father, who knows us and always remains faithful to-

wards us. 

“As a father shows compassion to his children, so 

the Lord shows compassion on those who fear 

him.” 

Happy Father’s Day! 

 

 

 

 

John Gibson Paton (1824-1907) served as a missionary to 

the New Hebrides Islands in the South Pacific (now Vanatu) in 

the early 20th century. Later, in his autobiography Missionary 

to the New Hebrides, he spent a significant amount of time 

reflecting on the impact that his father had on his life. In one 

story, he recalled a time when he was walking through the 

forest as a young boy, holding his father’s hand. They had to 

cross a dangerous stretch of land and his father told him to 

hold on to his hand and not be afraid. Later in life, when the 

dangers and the uncertainties of the mission field hit, Paton 

often thought back to that moment, drawing strength from 

the memory of his father’s steady and protective hand. 

And that’s also the case with our God. When we talk about 

fatherhood, we’re talking about a beautiful idea. After all, 

Scripture again and again refers to God with the image of 

Father. While the image is rare in the Old Testament 

(appearing only 15 times), it takes on prominence in the New 

Testament, and especially with the ministry of Jesus, who 

identified God as his Father over 165 times (65 times in Mat-

thew/Mark/Luke and over 100 times in John). When the dis-

ciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray, he taught them 

saying that we too should address God as Father (Our Father, 

who art in heaven). For  Jesus, we can’t even understand who 

our God is without grasping the image of God as Father and, 

for that reason, God as Father is a central confession of the 

Christian faith. As the Apostle’s Creed, the oldest confession 

of the faith, starts: “I believe in God the Father Almighty, mak-

er of heaven and earth.” 

Ultimately, our goal as fathers in this world is to emulate the 

example of our heavenly Father. Take a look at Psalm 103. In 

that passage, David compares God to an earthly father say-

ing: “As a father shows compassion on his children, so the 

LORD has compassion on those who fear him; for he knows 

how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust. As for 

man, his days are like grass, he flourishes like a flower of the 

field; the wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place re-

members it no more.  But from everlasting to everlasting the 

LORD’s love is with those who fear him, and his righteous-

ness with their children’s children—with those who keep his 

covenant and remember to obey his precepts” (13-18). David 

invites us to consider what godly fatherhood really looks like. 

He offers us at least three thoughts: 

(1.) A father’s love is a COMPASSIONATE love. As a father  

 



Resident Alien Promo 

We live in a world that constantly pressures us to fit in and 

blend in with the world around us. We are told that our faith 

matters, but only so long as it is a “socially acceptable” version 

of Christianity that stays in its lane and doesn’t buck the sys-

tem. But Jesus calls us to stand out, to be different, to be aliens 

and strangers in the world (cf. 1 Peter 1:1, 2:12). As followers of 

Jesus Christ, we are citizens of another kingdom (the Kingdom 

of Heaven) and that identity is meant to shape everything about 

us. We are to be fully engaged in the world, but not shaped by it; 

fully present, but utterly distinct; loving and welcoming, but un-

compromising; in the world, but not of it. Beginning on Sunday 

June 14, we will be launching a new series called Resident Al-

ien. Throughout this series, we will explore the 7 letters to the 7 

churches in Revelation 2-3. These letters were written to real 

churches facing real pressures to compromise and blend in, 

and they still speak with striking relevance in the world today. In 

each letter, Jesus calls his church to be distinct and different as 

resident aliens in the midst of a hostile and secular world. This 

series will challenge you to consider where you may be compro-

mising with the world around you, and call you to be utterly dif-

ferent from the world that is around us. Come discover what it 

means to live as resident aliens, a people who are in the world 

but not of it. Your ultimate home is not of this earth but in heav-

en above, so be the kind of person who lives in such a way to 

point others to the eternity to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation 

Pastor Justin will be on vacation from Monday, June 1 through 

Sunday, June 7. Diane Cordell will be preaching on Sunday, 

June 7. If you are in need of emergency pastoral assistance 

during this time, you may contact Rev. Scott Meeker of Zion 

Community Church at 513-617-5952. For all other questions, 

please contact Debbie McCane in the church office 513-574-

1131 or Board Chair Sherilyn Reynolds at 513-266-3022. Oth-

erwise, Pastor Justin will return your message when he returns 

on Monday, June 8. 

Congrats Graduates! 

Oak Hills would like to extend a heartfelt congrats to our 

2026 high school and college graduates. Olivia Habig gradu-

ates from Taylor High School. She will be attending Mt. St. 

Joseph University in the fall. Her major is undeclared. Eliza-

beth Meyer graduates from Sinclair with a degree in Dental 

Hygiene.   Congratulations also to Sam Neiheisel and Joey 

Garcia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Administrative Board Topics of Interest– May 

Board Updates 

 

1) Total income for the month of April came in at $22,537 

and  expenses at $23,296 for a loss of $759. Year to date, 

income stands at $81,220 and expenses at $84,110 for a 

net loss of $2,889. Income is down about 6% or $5,125 

from where we were at this point in 2025 and expenses 

are about $46 less. The slight loss in income comes from a 

grant that we received in 2025 that we did not get in 2026. 

2) The trustees have awarded the bid to replace the flat 

portions of the roof to Treehouse Investments. Work is 

scheduled to begin near the end of May and should take 

about a week to complete. Projected cost is $32,000 and 

will be paid for from existing capital proceeds from the sale 

of church lands. The trustees are also taking bids to re-

place the roof on the church’s rental house.  

3) The pickleball court should be striped and painted by the 

time of the publication of this newsletter. Be on the lookout 

for a pickleball demonstration immediately after church. 

We are looking for a few people who would be willing to 

man the court at set hours once or twice a month so that 

we can promote it and build relationships with people in 

the community through this rapidly growing hobby. 

4) Radical hospitality has begun sending out quarterly Sis-

sy’s pantry newsletters to the pantry’s donors and support-

ers. They are also planning a thank you in conjunction with 

our June dinner and devotion. 

5) Fundraising reports that the card show and bake sale in 

May brought in around $600 (including bake sale, grilling, 

and table fees); the Bob Evans fundraiser $160 and the 

White Oak Gift Cards $250. 

6) The proposed laundry love ministry has been placed on 

hold due to health issues of the team leader. 

7) Mark your calendar: The annual pool party at the Freude-

mann’s is scheduled for Sunday, August 16 at 2 p.m. Wor-

ship at the park will be on Sunday, September 20 at the 

Veteran’s Park Shelter House with a potluck dinner to fol-

low. Training on the new immigration policy will be after 

church on Sunday, July 12.  

 

 



Announcements Weekly Bible Studies 

Sunday School 9 am 

Women’s Group: Monday 10 am 

John’s Study: Tuesday, 6 pm 

Pastor’s Study (Paul’s Letters): Wednesday, 2 pm 

John’s Study: Thursday, 10:30 am 

Youth Group, Thursday, 3-4:30 pm 

*** Please Note: All regular evening activities the week of June 

22-26 are CANCELED due to VBS. This includes Sissy’s Pantry, 

the Community Dinner, crafts, and all evening Bible Studies/

Small Groups. This helps to keep all our children safe. Thank you 

in advance for your willingness to adapt for our kids. 

Kroger Rewards 

Oak Hills United Methodist Church is currently set up as a benefi-
ciary on Kroger Community Rewards.  This gives a small percent-
age of each purchase you make at Kroger back to the church. If 
you have not already done so, we would encourage you to con-
nect your Kroger card to Oak Hills UMC online. Step 1: Get a 
Kroger Card. Step 2: Create a digital account at Kroger.com and 
link your Kroger card. Step 3: Go to www.kroger.com/
communityrewards and click where it says search for your organi-
zation here. Step 4: Search for Oak Hills United Methodist 
Church. When the church comes up, select it and click save. 
From now on, when you use your Kroger card a small percent of 

what you spent is given back to the church. 

 Vanco 

Did you know that you can give to the church through your 
phone? Simply download the free Vanco Mobile Faith Engage-
ment app on your phone, search for Oak Hills United Methodist 
Church, and then set up an account. Once it’s set up you will be 
able to give either a one time or reoccurring gift. You can also 
contact Linda Wise (513-205-8104; lpwise@fuse.net) to set up 

an automatic payment to the church. 

Online Giving 

Do you know you can now give on our church website? Simply go 

to www.oakhillsumc.org and click give in the bar at the top of the 

page or scan the QR code below and go directly to our online 

giving portal. 

Announcements 

6/1-7 – Pastor Justin Vacation 

6/1 - Trustees, 6 pm 

6/3 – UMW Lunch, 12 pm 

6/7 – Fundraising, 12 pm 

6/8 - Finance, 6:30 pm; Church Board, 7 pm 

6/10 - Dinner and Devotions, 6 pm 

6/14 – Church Potluck 12 pm 

6/14 – Disciple-making Practitioners, 1 pm 

6/17 – Youth Swimming @ Freudemann’s, 12-3 pm 

6/19 – Young at Heart, 7 pm 

6/20 – VBS Decorating, 9am-12pm 

6/21 – Happy Father’s Day 

6/21 – Family Game Night, 6-9 pm 

6/22-26 – Vacation Bible School, 6:30-8 pm (Registration 6 

pm) 

6/25 – Youth Putt-Putt @ General Custards, 12 pm 

6/28 – Membership Class, 12 pm 

6/28 – Risk Taking Missions, 12 pm 

 

Worship – Sunday, 10:30 am 

Sissy’s Pantry – Wednesday, 6:30-8:00 pm 

Zoom Prayer – Thursday, 11 am 

 



 

” 
June 22-26, 2026 

6:30-8 pm 
Registration at 6 pm and online registration will be 

available. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Day 1 The Widow’s Offering 
Day 2 Parable of the Good Samaritan 
Day 3 The Feeding of the 5,000 
Day 4 The Prodigal Son 
Day 5 Trust God 
 

 

OHUMC Family  

Ministries

VBS 2026  

Vacation Bible School 2026 will be held the week 

of June 22-26 from 6:30-8 pm with registration at 

6 pm. This year’s theme is “Journey to Blessing 

Bakery.” You can pre– register online. Decorating 

will be on Saturday, June 20 at 9 am. We are in 

need of helpers and large appliance size boxes.  

Listed below are items needed as well: 

3 aluminum pie pans 

20 plastic type Solo cups 

Timer (cooking) 

3 plastic water bottles 

3 ace bandages 

Roll of duct tape 

20 band-aids 

3 arm slings/brace 

Package of index cards 

3 empty Stack (potato chip) cans 

15 plastic spoons 

6 plastic forks 

6 plastic knives 

3 large sponges 

3 beach balls 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back to School Bash 

Saturday, August 1, 11 am-1 pm 

Game and School Supply List 

Group 1: Will get and run Bouncy House – School 

Supply: Rulers 

Men’s Group: Will grill hotdogs – not confirmed. 

Group 2: Game: Corn Hole - School Supply: Glue 

Sticks and Tissues 

Group 3: Game: Ring Toss – School Supply: 1 

Subject Spiral Notebooks and Safety Scissors 

Group 4: Game: Fishpond – School Supply: 24 

box of Crayons, Loose leaf paper, Dry easers 

Group 5: Game: Rob the Nest – School Supply: 

Pencil top erasers, Spiral notebooks, Pens & 

Pocket folders 

Crafters: Game: Laundry Basket Toss – School 

Supply: bar erasers 

Gamers: Game: - Hot Potato - School Supply – 

Folders 

Youth Group: Game: Sucker Pull – School Supply: 

#2 Pencils 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Office Hours & Contact Information  

My in-office hours this summer will be: 

• Thursday: 12pm–3pm  

• Friday: 12pm–2pm  

 

Summer office hours may vary. The quickest way to contact 

me is by email at GodsNation1935@icloud.com.  

I am also available during my work-from-home hours on: 

• Tuesday: 9am–2pm  

• Wednesday: 9am–2pm  

 

We are excited for all that summer will bring and cannot 

wait to continue making memories together. 

Thank you, 

 

Ali  

 

As we wrap up another wonderful school year, we are so 

thankful for all the memories, growth, laughter, and faith-

filled moments we have shared with the children and fami-

lies in our program. This season is always a reminder of 

how much God continues to work through our kids as they 

learn, serve, and grow together.  

Recently, our group had the opportunity to visit BLOC Minis-

tries where the kids helped with the Farm to Table Market. 

It was such a meaningful experience to serve the communi-

ty together while learning about caring for others and God’s 

creation. The students worked hard and represented our 

group so well!  

We are already looking forward to returning in the autumn 

to help bottle honey and care for the animals. These hands-

on experiences are always a favorite and give the teens a 

chance to learn responsibility, compassion, and teamwork 

in a fun and memorable way. 

Even though the school year is ending, the fun is far from 

over! We have many exciting activities planned throughout 

the summer, including games, fellowship, outings, and spe-

cial events for the kids and teens to enjoy together. 

 

 

“One generation commends 

your works to another; they tell 

of your mighty acts.” 

                      —Psalm 145:4 

 

mailto:GodsNation1935@icloud.com


Upcoming Events: 

 

 

• Wednesday, June 17th, 12pm–3pm — Freudemann 

Swim Club Summer Swim Party for Kids & Teens  

 

• Thursday, June 25th, 12pm — Putt Putt at General Cus-

ter's Golf & Gulp  

 

• Thursday, July 9th, 12pm–2pm — Bowling at Western 

Bowl  

 

• Wednesday, July 29th, 12pm–2pm — Kid-Chosen Event 

 
 

 


